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How are you navigating digital 
transformation in the new norm? 
2020 was a pivotal year for cloud adoption. COVID-19 changed the world. To meet social 
distancing guidelines, organizations shifted to everything from home (EFH) and cloud-based 
solutions. Statista estimates, in the US, 93% of people in households with school-age children 
utilized some form of “distance learning”, and 44% of people worked from home during the 
pandemic. Gaming and streaming reached x. And telehealth and e-commerce received years of 
adoption in a single year. All businesses that could quickly moved to cloud-based systems to ensure 
business continuity in the touchless world - shifting previous cloud adoption models drastically. 

Enterprises are adopting hybrid and multi-cloud models that include public cloud, private cloud, 
colocation, and on-prem infrastructure. Workloads are distributed to environments that meet the 
needs for performance, compliance, cost, security, and scale. A post-pandemic survey by 451 Research 
shows that 68% of enterprise workloads will move from on prem to offsite by 2022, up from 45%.  

Over 80% of enterprises have a 
hybrid and multi-cloud strategy

Workload distribution quickly gaining adoption. 92% of 
enterprises have a multi-cloud strategy. 82% have a hybrid 
cloud strategy. On average, respondents use 2.6 public 
and 2.7 private clouds*, with a range of compliance and 
security needs. Here’s why:

• Cost-effectiveness: Right-sized environments that meet 
performance, scale, compliance, retrieval, and cost needs

• Greater agility: Tailored solutions to fit your to your 
organization’s budget, scale, workload types, and access 
requirements

• Flexible time to market: Lift and shift your ecosystem, or 
migrate gradually with workloads phasing in over time

Source: 2021 Flexera State of the Cloud survey
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8 ways to avoid the 
hidden costs of cloud

 
1. Keep some workloads on-prem. Performance-intensive 

applications such as video editing are not suited to the 
cloud, nor are other types of software that require high-
performance desktop computers.  

2. Factor in applicable egress fees. Be aware that 
while transferring data to the cloud is free, outbound 
data transfers over the basic monthly allowance are 
charged on a per GB basis with many providers. 

3. Factor in service contract costs. When weighing 
options, look closely at tiered pricing plans and 
support plans, in addition to cost savings for multi-
year contracts.  

4. Consider uptime and SLAs. Not all SLAs are the same. 
Choose a service provider with an SLA that matches 
the uptime requirements of your application. Make sure 
support and escalation options are available at no cost. 
And, understand the steps you would need to take to 
request and redeem an SLA.  

5. Avoid vendor lock in. Build your applications and/
or data formats to allow easy transfer/conversion of 
information into other systems. 

6. Manage cloud sprawl. Monitor your entire IT 
ecosystem from circuits to satellites to ensure you have 
visibility of all assets and dependencies.  

7. Invest in business continuity. Outages happen. Adopt 
a backup and disaster recovery strategy to protect 
your servers, data, and environment.  

8. Factor in overages and licenses. Fully understand 
contracted services and licensing costs to avoid 
overages and unexpected charges. 

Determining the right hybrid and 
multi-cloud strategy for your diverse 
workloads.
Infrastructure is complex and enterprises report difficulty forecasting their fast-growing 
cloud spend accurately. Respondents to the 2021 Flexera State of the Cloud survey reported 
their public cloud spend was over budget by an average of 24%, often up to 35%. They also 
anticipate a 39% increase in cloud spend in the next year. 

With organizations estimating that 30% of cloud spend is waste, here are a few considerations that 
will help determine optimal workload deployment:

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND FUTURE WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS  
Conduct a thorough audit of utilized resources and where they are currently being housed. Take note 
of existing workflow issues, equipment leases, software licenses, and hours needed to monitor and 
manage the existing infrastructure and network. Define what resources or processes need to improve. 

SECURITY AND COMPLIANCE NEEDS 
Consider what sensitive data and processes are in your environment and what levels of security 
and compliance are needed. Some of your data may need to be secured with HIPAA, PCI-DSS, 
or FedRAMP compliance. Who needs access and to what extent? Access can be as light as an 
on-prem location for your equipment, or as stringent as FedRAMP-High compliance inside of 
FISMA-High Secure facilities with grid-redundancy. 

REGION, SECURITY, AND SUSTAINABLE IT NEEDS 
Every data center is different. Understand how they differ and how those differences will 
impact price, performance, security, and reliability for your organization. When selecting a 
facility, consider interconnected facilities and global access, PUE, renewables, grid redundancy, 
hyperscale network access, security, certifications, network proximity, and geographic location.  

OBSERVABILITY AND MANAGEMENT NEEDS 
Ensuring that you can map, manage, and monitor your multi-cloud and hybrid environment is key.
Invest in management tools that provide comprehensive visibility from a single pane to ensure 
your resources are working optimally and properly interacting with other applications and services. 
Understand and utilize alerts and policies to ensure control and prevent cloud sprawl and shadow 
IT instances from happening. 

Learn more about reducing cloud sprawl with Opus.  
Visit opusinteractive.com or call us at 866-678-7955.



Optimizing with hybrid and multi-
cloud workload distribution.
Move to the cloud, they said. 82% of enterprises have a hybrid cloud strategy, they said. But not every 
cloud is the right cloud. Whether it’s websites and applications that need to be distributed across 
continents with unpredictable traffic spikes, or sensitive business-critical data that needs to be stored and 
accessed periodically, understanding the benefits of hybrid cloud is key to optimizing your IT ecosystem. 

COLOCATION 
Space, power, and cooling for your IT ecosystem inside purpose-built data centers
• Eliminate maintenance costs—time and resources needed for space, power, and cooling 

maintenance are provided by facility operator
• Better connectivity—world class facilities with access to redundant network connections 

ensuring business critical applications always run uninterrupted
• 100% uptime and redundant power supply—a combination of multiple power grids, diesel 

power generators, double battery backup systems and excellent maintenance practices 
ensure reliable power in any region

PUBLIC CLOUD  
Environments with shared hardware, data storage and network - built for scale and ease of use
• Eliminate hardware costs—pay only for the service you use  
• Eliminate maintenance costs—time and resources needed for patches and maintenance is 

provided by service provider
• Near-unlimited scalability—on-demand resources 
• High reliability—vast network of servers and availability zones ensures against failure

PRIVATE CLOUD & IAAS
Dedicated environments that yield high levels of security and performance with hardware, 
data storage and network resources allocated to a single organization
• Eliminate hardware costs—pay only for the service you use  
• Eliminate maintenance costs—time and resources needed for patches and maintenance is 

provided by service provider
• Improve flexibility—ability to tailor your cloud environment to meet specific business needs 

for interoperability, security, compliance, and performance 
• Improve security—achieve higher levels of control and security eliminate “noisy neighbor” 

impacts with dedicated resources
• Near-unlimited scalability—on-demand resources 
• High reliability—vast network of servers and availability zones ensures against failure
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Learn how Opus Interactive can help your digital transformation.  
Visit opusinteractive.com or call us at 866-678-7955.

Source: 2021 Flexera State of the Cloud survey



Leverage Opus IaaS and OpusCloud 
for critical business systems.
Launched in 2005, OpusCloud is a robust multi-tenant cloud offering built on HPE’s 
award winning server and storage hardware, combined with VMware’s compute, storage, 
and networking solutions. That architecture is used as the foundation for Opus IaaS.

OpusCloud and Opus IaaS solutions offer an architecture you can trust, engineered from the ground 
up for high-performance, incredible flexibility, and extreme resilience. Housed inside Tier III+ data 
centers and backed by HIPAA, PCI-DSS, and FedRAMP compliance, third-party testing revealed 
OpusCloud delivers better performance with lower cost, faster application performance, and superior 
network performance. 

What differentiates OpusCloud from Azure and AWS, and Opus IaaS from hyperscale private 
cloud offerings? Reputed third-party cloud analyst, Cloud Spectator, identified the primary 
drivers for Opus’ strong performance as threefold:
1. Impressive CPU and Memory performance
2. Superb storage random read and write performance
3. Excellent Price-Performance results

OpusCloud and Opus IaaS are available as single virtual machines (VMs), multiple VMs, or 
entire virtual data centers, giving you the flexibility to build and scale as needed. Whether 
you’re looking for a shared cloud environment or dedicated resources, the Opus Interactive team 
will build solutions to meet the unique needs of your workloads. Benefits include:
• Reduced time-to-market
• High scalability
• Low capital investments
• Rapid elasticity
• Broad network access
• Cost predictability
• Greater agility
• Optimized resource-pooling and right-sized solutions
• Fast response times and continuous availability backed by SLAs

Comparing Private Cloud Options
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VMware leads the pack with 36% of enterprises choosing 
VMware private cloud solutions. Azure Stack usage is at 35%. 
AWS Outpost and OpenStack each account for 28%.

OpusCloud and Opus IaaS are VMware and HPE solutions and 
can be offered on-prem or inside of Opus Interactive’s Tier III+ 
data centers. 

* 2021 Flexera State of the Cloud survey

Private cloud adoption, both on-prem 
and hosted offsite, is estimated to 

account for 35% of workloads by 2022.*

Learn more about the OpusCloud and Opus Iaas.  
Visit opusinteractive.com or call us at 866-678-7955.



Experience the OpusCloud difference for mission critical workloads.
Built by engineers, backed by SLAs, and third-party verified* to deliver more performance per dollar spent.  

OpusCloud &  
IaaS with Opus AWS Azure

29 15 17 CPU PERFORMANCE
Price-performance value per dollar (USD)

Up to 60% BETTER SYSTEM PERFORMANCE (for games 
and applications with complex AI and graphical post-processing) per dollar spent

4,833 3,871 4,424 AVERAGE MULTI-CORE SCORE (CPU) 21% HIGHER THROUGHPUT for games and applications than 
AWS

124 5 10 STORAGE PERFORMANCE - READ
Price-performance value per dollar (USD) 25x BETTER LOADING TIMES than AWS

113 29 32 STORAGE PERFORMANCE - WRITE
Price-performance value per dollar (USD) 3x BETTER SYSTEM RESPONSIVENESS than AWS

12,426 3,805 5,886 STORAGE READ IOPS AVERAGE 3.27x FASTER DATA RETRIEVAL AWS and 2.11x more 
than Azure

12,209 3,104 5,057 STORAGE WRITE IOPS AVERAGE 4.16x FASTER DATA RETRIEVAL than AWS and 2.55x more 
than Azure

2,153 522 712 NETWORK PERFORMANCE MB/S 4x MORE THROUGHPUT than AWS and Azure

Third-party verification details: Cloud Spectator is a cloud analyst agency focused on cloud Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS) performance. The company actively monitors several of the largest IaaS providers in the world, comparing 
VM performance (i.e., CPU, RAM, disk, internal network, and workloads) and pricing to achieve transparency in the cloud market. The company helps cloud providers understand their market position and helps business make intelligent 
decisions in selecting cloud providers and lowering total cost of ownership. The firm was founded in early 2011 and is located in Boston, MA.

* Methodology: Comparible hardware configurations for OpusCloud, AWS, and Azure in Western and Easter regions. 48 total hours on 2 different sets of virtual machines - each testing for 24 hours. For access to the full 
report, email sales@opusinteractive.com. For questions about this report, to request a custom report, or if you have general inquiries about Cloud Spectator products and services, please contact them direct at +1 (617) 
300-0711 or contact@cloudspectator.com.

OPUSCLOUD AND IAAS WITH OPUS SOLUTIONS INCLUDE:
• HIPAA, PCI-DSS, AND FEDRAMP COMPLIANCE

• WORLD CLASS DATA CENTERS WITH REGIONAL & ENERGY GRID REDUNDANCY
• NO SUPPORT CONTRACT FEES



Choosing Opus Interactive as your 
hybrid and multi-cloud partner.
At Opus Interactive, we appreciate your interest in partnering together. We are committed to 
your success and bring 25 years of reliable past performance and integrity to build hybrid and 
multi-cloud solutions that meet your enterprise needs.

TAILORED SOLUTIONS
We understand that each customer has unique needs. So, beginning with initial contact we work with 
you to understand your business requirements and goals and then design solutions that deliver. 
 

CERTIFICATIONS
Opus Interactive is experienced in the programs, systems, and technologies that businesses 
depend on the most. We’re a proud member of world-renowned IT organizations and have 
invested the time and energy to offer you business-critical compliance requirements, including 
SSAE 18 SOC 2 Type II, PCI-DSS, HIPAA, FedRamp Moderate Ready.

PARTNERSHIPS
We’re proud to be associated with leading companies that are known for quality and reliability. 
We believe that the very best solutions require the best technology, including both hardware 
and software products and services that have been tried and tested.

PREMIUM FACILITIES
Opus Interactive combines worldclass data centers in separate geographies with resilient networks to 
deliver the best in interoperability, security, and uptime for your mission critial IT infrastructure. 

COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE IT
Today’s cloud and datacenter solutions consume a lot of energy. At Opus, we are passionately 
committed to delivering hybrid cloud solutions that not only take exceptional care of our customers’ 
needs, but also pave the way for sustainable energy use and the next generation of technology builders. 

A sustainable IT ecosystem that 
saves energy and costs
Named to the 2020 Oregon’s Best Green Workplaces in 
Oregon, we are honored to serve as stewards to our customers’ 
mission critical infrastructure. Opus Interactive is committed to 
delivering sustainable IT. 

Opus Interactive sustainable IT includes:
• Right sized solutions 
• ENERGY STAR-rated hardware
• Efficient cage design and cabling
• 100% renewables at high-efficiency data centers
• AI & ML for continuous system optimization

To learn more about Opus Interactive’s sustainable IT initiatives 
and ESG, email sales@opusinteractive.com to request a copy of 
our Code of Conduct. Partner with Opus Interactive on your digital transformation.  

Visit opusinteractive.com or call us at 866-678-7955.



Founded in 1996, Opus Interactive has earned a reputation for custom hybrid cloud solutions that fit unique requirements for security, scalability, cost, and future growth 
needs of its customers. An accredited member of the International Managed Services Provider Alliance, the Company operates from Tier III+ data centers located in 
Hillsboro, Portland, Dallas, and Northern Virginia. Through close partnerships with industry-leaders and a commitment to customer satisfaction, Opus offers Hybrid Cloud & 
IaaS (with IaaS, Object Storage, and Virtual Desktop Infrastructure),  Enterprise Colocation, IT Services, Network Connectivity, DRaaS & Backup, and Hybrid Cloud Monitoring 
& Management.

Opus Interactive is a woman and minority-owned enterprise that has worked closely with VMware and HPE partnership programs since 2005. With past performance that 
includes more than 20 years of proven results and current compliance with PCI-DSS, HIPAA, and SSAE 18 SOC 2, Opus helps customers reduce cost and optimize resources 
using efficient operations. For more information please visit opusinteractive.com.

CONTACT US
8135 ne evergreen pkwy
hillsboro, or 97124

11680 hayden road
manassas, va 20109

opusinteractive.com
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